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Rt Hon Alun Michael JP MP calls for 
UK Leadership at e-Crime Congress
At the 2007 e-Crime Congress on 29th March, attended by law enforcement and industry from over 15 nations, the Rt Hon Alun Michael MP, said that the UK had "a unique opportunity to shape the future of the a world dominated by the Internet and electronic transactions. Are we going to take the opportunity for leadership or are we going to miss the boat?"

Speaking as chairman of the E-Crime working group of EURIM, the information society alliance which brings together politicians, industry, government and NGOs, he built on his experiences as a former Deputy Home Secretary and Industry Minister and said that arguing about the level of the police budget was a complete diversion from tackling the real issues. Crime reduction exercises were only successful when organised by strong inclusive partnerships. 
"Professional police action has been an essential part of success but just leaving it to the police is not an option that works ... Either we do it together, or others will decide for us – a new UN institution, the EC, or even our own Government, or Parliament on a bad day.  Remember the Dangerous Dogs Act…….!
“We either sort it out through a partnership approach in which every part of industry plays its part or public pressure will demand action …….. and that means legislation to most people …… and then you’ll be criticising Parliament for reaching a conclusion which you could avoid by engaging now."

After criticising the "fog of initiatives, a mass of malware reports, a plethora of people with a solution to sell" he welcomed the plans of the Metropolitan Police for a co-ordinating unit but worried about the "tendency of Governments and their agencies ... to invite proposals for tidy, tardy, compartmentalised, responses to defined problems rather than tackling the big picture ..."
Perhaps industry needed to create a sort of "co-operative e-Torchwood" to deal with the developing issues and to get ahead of the game while we address the issues of governance together, creating a UK network that could drive the world, including the US, through genuine partnership
Many of the building blocks were already in place. We should not dismiss the Internet Governance Forum as a talking shop but create our own Internet Governance Forum within the UK and demonstrate how the "Forum" approach can be made to work - building on the position of London as the world centre for international disputes resolution "under whatever legal process the participants wish" including tackling maritime piracy and good stolen in transit around the world, "albeit with a focus on recovering the losses and bankrupting the miscreants and their allies, rather than sending anyone to jail."
"We need the focussed action and leadership that the Met is offering through the police service ... awareness and training through schools and skills training than enables individuals to protect themselves ... Government and agencies to be engaged with the big picture ... business to protect its customers... because building eCastles and treating the rest of us as ePeasants would be damaging ...

“Above all we need industry and civil society to be part of the partnership with Government and Parliament that can create a healthy environment for the future ...

Governments do not have a good record of organising international co-operation except when their role is to ratify that which has been developed and tested in the real world.  So business and civil society – with the police and Government agencies – need to contribute together to design the future.  Otherwise there will continue to be a disconnect and a series of content free initiatives.

We need to ensure constructive discussion later this year at the next Internet Governance forum in Rio de Janeiro, in full co-operation with those from South America, Russia, China and India – not just Europe and America – which is why it is good to see so many from around the world on the delegate list for this conference. If it is just a talking shop, frustration will set in and we will be back to the traditional polarisation.  We’ll have missed the boat."
========================================
Full text attached.
Please contact Alun Michael AlunMichaelMP@Parliament.UK with requests for interview.
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