Comparative Analysis of
allowability of Software and Computer-implemented patent claims

	
	
	Directive Proposal

	Patent claim (invention)


	Current  EPO Law
	Council text
	EP text

	1. A mathematical method for calculating a value x using the equation x = a + b.
	No
	No
	No

	2. An algorithm for calculating a value x using the equation x = a + b.
	No
	No
	No

	3. A computer programme for calculating a value x using the equation x = a + b.
	No
	No
	No

	4. The computer program of item 3 stored on a carrier, e.g. a CD ROM.
	No
	No
	No

	5. A general purpose computer, programmed to calculate a value x using the equation x = a + b.
	No
	No
	No

	6a. A computer programmed to calculate a value x using the equation x = a + b, where the hardware is used in such a way that a technical contribution can be demonstrated. The technical contribution itself is obvious, but the invention as whole is not obvious.
	Yes
	No

	No


	6b. A computer as in item 6a, where the technical contribution is non-obvious.
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	7. A computer program for calculating a value x using the equation x = a + b.  When the program is loaded in a computer it causes the computer to execute various steps to calculate the value x in a way that exhibits a technical effect beyond the normal operation of the computer, e.g. virtually extending the working memory of the computer.
	Yes
	Yes

	No

	8. The computer program of item 7 stored on a medium, e.g. a CD-ROM.
	Yes
	Yes1
	No

	9. A method of processing a data signal, for improving the quality of an image, e.g. a television picture, where the data signal is represented by a value x.  The value of x is calculated using the equation x = a + b.
	Yes
	Yes


	No



	10. A computer program which - when used in an imaging apparatus - carries out the innovative data processing method of item 9.
	Yes
	Yes1
	No

	11. A computer-controlled imaging apparatus in which the computer processes a data signal where the data signal is represented by a value x. The value of x is calculated by the computer using the equation x = a + b, resulting in improved image quality.
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	12. An electronic imaging product (TV, mobile phone, medical apparatus) including a computer which processes a data signal where the data signal is represented by a value x. The value of x is calculated by the computer using the equation x = a + b, resulting in improved image quality. 
	Yes
	Yes
	No


� provided there is also an allowable claim to a computer product or process in combination with the program  - Art.5.2





