	Technologies where conversion of data for communication and exchange is common
	Patentable?

	
	Current EPO Law
	Draft EU Directive

	
	
	Council
	EP

	Television:

· reception/conversion of broadcast TV signals

Set-top Boxes: 

· to view satellite and digital signals on a conventional TV

Radio:

· reception/conversion of broadcast radio signals

Audio (sound) Recorders:

· Converting speech and music signals from one format to another

Video recorders:

· Data compression for image handling

Digital Cameras:
· Image processing

Mobile phones:

· How a mobile phone connects to the mobile network

· How speech is converted into signals so the voice can be transmitted

Mobile phone networks:

· How a mobile network communicates with the fixed landline network

· How a mobile network communicates with other networks
Computers:

· Linking to peripheral devices, e.g. printers, displays, disk drives

· Compressing data for more efficient data storage
· One program talking to another program
Wireless connectivity:

· Bluetooth, e.g. for connecting a mobile phone to a PDA  

· Infra-red wireless connections, e.g. for connecting a printer to a laptop computer

Credit Card machines and banking terminals:

· Communication between a terminal used by a customer and a central computer in the bank offices.

E- commerce and m-commerce
· Security for on-line transactions using encryption 

Remote control handsets: 

· Communicating with all kinds of devices (e.g. TV, garage, lights etc) around the home and office 
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* but only if they meet the existing EPC criteria of industrial application, novelty, non-obviousness, and make a technical contribution
