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EURIM Points for Your Election Manifesto

"Over half of UK voters (and 2/3 of households with children) now use the Internet. They have experienced the joys and frustrations. Nearly half have bought tickets, products or services on-line. They expect policies that address their concerns, expectations and priorities: from jobs for themselves and their children: through law and order to the improved delivery of public services such as health and education. Those policies need to be based on what is already happening around us as well as on what can realistically be delivered, given the resources and technologies available or deliverable over the next few years.

As part of the EURIM input to political debate we have collated the views of our Corporate and Associate members (over seventy suppliers, users, trade association and professional bodies) and attempted to summarise the issues they would like to see addressed by the main political parties during the run-up to the election, including the vision and possible actions. It would be unrealistic to expect all members to place the same priority on each topic and the order of the action plans does not reflect their importance to specific groups."

The action plans (not in order of priority) were for:

1. Inter-active video for all by 2010 Local access to world-class communications (price, bandwidth, reliability) - because communities without these drop out of the world economy.

2. Bring Law Enforcement into the Internet Age More criminals now use computers than use crowbars. Half of all theft and fraud involves computers and mobile phones. E-Crime is no longer "special". It has to be addressed within mainstream policing.

3. Make the UK a location of choice for Information Age Business - even many of those serving the public sector are no longer immune from the global competition for jobs.

4. Provide citizens with joined up access to Government and Public Services when and where THEY need - most citizens wish to be able to deal with government via a single identity and point of contact (e.g. Citizens Advice Bureau, Post Office or Community Centre).

5. Enable students (of any age, including those in work) to acquire and maintain the skills THEY need, where and where they need them - the current focus on first entry skills is no longer enough, many jobs require continuous professional development and annual technical updating. The majority of Britons now change career at least once.

6. Ensure better practice in the transformation of public services - using the technology to support devolved delivery by democratically accountable human beings.

7. Value, respect and harness the motivations of the third, voluntary, sector - and do not expect entrepreneurial behaviour from those motivated by a desire to serve or "put back".

Below are sample recommendations from each action plan:

1. Collate the communications needs of all modernising government programmes as part of the three year planning cycle and contract these across multiple networks, mandating investment in resilience, including to bypass current points of vulnerability and bottlenecks.

2. Non-geographic crime and disorder partnerships supported by joint (law enforcement-industry) investigation teams, using supervised and trained volunteers and specialists covering the overlapping communities concerned with child, consumer or infrastructure protection, as well as financial services or serious and organised crime.

3. All statutory regulators should be accountable to Parliamentary Committees supported by advisory groups, drawn from those regulated and those intended to benefit from the regulation and tasked to report on proposals for change or renewal. Those proposing regulatory extension or renewal should fund the cost of consultation and of independent risk and impact assessments.

4. An overarching strategy to ensure that the many current public sector personal identity initiatives and governance proposals really do give additional protection and achieve economies of scale.

5. Remove current approval/funding barriers to the full participation by UK FE/HE operations in international lifelong learning networks and enable a bringing together of the professional, workforce and post graduate training, development and updating programmes of the professions, trade associations, major employers and universities.

6. All central government programmes should pass through the full Gateway process with the comments on those which go forward made available to the National Audit Office and Public Accounts Committee.

7. Fund the time spent by charities and the voluntary sector in responding to consultations, completing returns, preparing for inspections and all the other overheads of dealing with public sector departments, agencies and regulators.

The full text is at www.eurim.org.uk/activities/manifesto/manifestopoints.doc
==================

EURIM is the parliament-industry group concerned with the politics of the Information Society and has over a hundred MPs and MEPs in membership as well as over 70 corporate and associate members including major users and suppliers, trade associations, professional bodies and interest groups.

For editorial comment please contact: Philip Virgo, Secretary General, EURIM at virgo.philip@eurim.org , copy to eurim@eurim.org  Direct phone: 020 8761 5926; EURIM office:  01984 618613 (answerphones attached to both lines when unattended).

There will be a press briefing on the content of the paper from 14.00 - 15.00 in Conference Room C, 

1 Parliament Street, London SW1 on Tuesday 22nd March 2005.

