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Cabinet Reshuffle
The appointment of Stephen Timms as Chief Secretary to the Treasury is excellent news for all who wish to see the Transformation of Government. This is the key role in setting financial frameworks to encourage, enable and enforce cost effective, citizen-centric, socially inclusive service delivery.

Those who doubt the government's commitment to this end should note that the new Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster is also the Social Exclusion Minister. Woe betide those who expect to get away with delivering shared systems that are fit only for use by internetterati: incomprehensible and inaccessible to the elderly and disadvantaged who are most reliant on public services.

Yesterday I chaired a meeting of EURIM members to plan our activities to help, including the organisation and publication of case studies to demonstrate that ICT is already being successfully used to greatly improve the delivery of public services and how this was achieved.
Note for Editors: EURIM is the parliament-industry group concerned with ICT related issues. It combines the functions of a policy research and lobby group with routines for the rapid communication of members' concerns to policy makers. For more details visit www.eurim.org.uk or contact Margaret Moran MP (Chair) on 020 7219 5049 or Philip Virgo (Secretary General) on 020 8761 5926.
