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Chair of the DCMS Select Committee tells MPs of the importance of protecting the UK creative industries at EURIM event in Parliament
MPs and industry attended an Information Society Alliance reception held in the House of Commons focused on 'Getting Jobs of the Future to Your Constituency' where John Whittingdale, Chair of the DCMS Select Committee, highlighted the importance of working with bodies like EURIM in scrutinising proposals that affect the UK’s creative industries.
The event provided an opportunity for MPs and industry to discuss how to turn promises into reality: including expediting broadband roll-out, restarting economic growth and improving service delivery - all within current spending constraints. Among the other material made available were analyses, by constituency of the proportion of voters without high speed online services. The national average is 18%.

The Rt Hon Alun Michael, MP for Torchwood (set and filmed in his constituency), and also chairman of the Parliamentary IT Committee and the UK Internet Governance Forum, opened the reception by explaining that the jobs of the future were coming to his voters via the cracks in time, but that in reality more mundane methods were needed if the UK is to continue to “punch above its weight” on the internet.
Stephen McPartland MP, parliamentary chairman of the Knowledge Economy Group of the Alliance, spoke of his desire to bring together a critical mass of those new MPs who relished the challenge of helping ensure policies that would attract and retain the industries of future, not just to areas like his constituency (Stevenage) that had many natural advantages but across the country.

John Whittingdale MP, Chairman of the DCMS Select Committee, commented on the need to encourage and support the creative content industries, from authors and musicians to film and games makers.
The industry representatives ranged from BT to INCA, which supports local community broadband programmes and from EADS, one of the giants of Defence and Aerospace to Erudine, a rapidly growing innovate start-up which is championing the cause of SMEs like itself.
ENDS

Notes for Editors.
1) The Information Society Alliance brings together politicians, officials and industry to help improve the quality of policy formation, consultation, scrutiny, implementation and monitoring in support of the creation of a globally competitive, socially inclusive and democratically accountable information society. It works across all boundaries to help set the agenda, stage constructive debate and report on progress. See: www.eurim.org.uk 

2) More details contact EURIM Secretary General, Philip Virgo on: 07810 161772, or Deputy Secretary General, Edward Phelps on 07789 712371. 
3) View pictures of the event at http://www.eurim.org.uk/whats_new/events/100706reception.php.

